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We are committed to protecting the environment in our community, our state and our country.

Rick Greenspun to talk about birding in Panama

Expert birder and photographer Rick Greenspun, right,
will speak to Manatee Audubon on Thursday November
18. The meeting, which will begin at 7:30 p.m., will be
at the United Methodist Church of Palmetto, 330 11th
Avenue West, Palmetto. Rick, a member of Manatee and
Sarasota Aubudon, will talk about birding opportunities
at Panama’s Canopy Tower Lodge. An Audubon trip to
Canopy Tower is planned for May 24-June 2.

We need a
Bluebird monitor
For Felts Preserve

By Lucette Wombacher

We would like to participate in
the Florida Bluebird Society’s
statewide Bluebird Blitz, since
we have been getting Eastern
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Martha Linclon Winter birds arriving at Felis Frank and Linda Yanni
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We need someone who can
check the nest boxes once a

Welcome to our new members:
Ingrid McClellan

Carolyn Davis

Dr. Betty O’Dell

John Van Zandt see page 2. Robert Rosinsky

Rick Greenspun



Weildflowens blooming and winter brnds arniving at Felts Presenve

By Lucette Wombacher

October 14: I went out to Felts Preserve this afternoon and was pleasantly surprised to find the North Wildflower meadow full
of very tall sunflowers. I took several pictures of them. The South wildflower meadow was beginning to bloom with the lavender
grasses like last year, with some goldenrod and a few coreopsis mixed in.

I picked up the completed checklists from the Bird Blind. A number of migrants have been spotted including the Tennessee Warbler,
Blackburnian Warbler, Eastern Wood Pewee, Bay-breasted Warbler and two new birds for the preserve, a Veery and a Gray-cheeked
Thrush. Some of our winter birds are showing up including the Northern Parula, Palm Warbler, Eastern Phoebe and Yellow-throated
Warbler. Water levels have dropped
quite a bit, so I expect we will soon
see lots of wading birds. We had a total
of 52 different species documented in
September, and 28 species have been
documented as of today, October 14.

Walking the trails, 1 found an owl pel-
let along the eastern fence. I also found
the remains of two large birds that had
been eaten. One was a hawk with brown
and cream barred wings, but there was
not enough left to determine what kind,
the other looked like an Anhinga. What
could be preying on such big birds?

Three of our new signs have been put

up, and the}{ 100k sharp 3 I put the poster Yellow wildflowers blooming at Felts Audubon Preserve. Photo by Lucette Wombacher.
of the fall birds in the kiosk.

Fred Allen reports on butterflies and birds

October 2: Approximately 12 members of the Sarasota Butterfly club, led by Stuart Hills, showed up at the Felts Open House to do
a butterfly walk. I joined them and we headed to the butterfly garden. The first thing we found, which we thought was a butterfly
caught in a spider web, turned to be an Imperial Moth caught by a Praying Mantis. On the walk we identified 16 different species plus
a couple of unknown skippers. The highlight of the walk was on the Blue Trail, where a member spotted a Tawny Emperor. It’s the
first one I have seen at Felts. Unfortunately no Malachite’s yet. I want to thank the members of the Sarasota Butterfly Club for their
generous donations

October 22: After filling the bird feeders today, 1 sat for a while in the Bird Blind and saw a Catbird, two Goldfinch and one very
skittish female Painted Bunting. This is the earliest I have seen a Bunting at the feeder.

Steve Black leads Junior Audubon meeting at Felts Preserve

October 16: Five students and two adults attended our Junior Audubon meeting at Felts Preserve. The lesson was titled Stink, Bite,
Hide, and Fight. It was how animals defend themselves. In this discussion, one of the animals we talked about was the Monarch But-
terfly. These butterflies protect themselves by eating the Scarlet Milkweed, which makes them poisonous if eaten. This protects them
from predators. This also makes the Viceroy Butterfly safe because it closely resembles the Monarch. We also talked about how the
opossum and the hog-nosed snake play dead to protect themselves, since most animals will not disturb a dead animal. Our next lesson
will be on migration, and we are working on some games we can play to show the kids what the birds have to endure during migration.

Carol Webster thanks Felts hosts

September 4: Lee Etchells hosted nine visitors on this Labor Day weekend. It was a nice morning with some light showers. Pileated
woodpeckers were seen along with a few unidentified wrens.

October 2: Connie Zack hosted on this beautiful autumn day. Jeanne Dubi and Stu Hills of Sarasota Audubon led a birding and but-
terfly walk through the preserve. There were 28 visitors and we received $17 in donations for bird feed. Several people took member-
ship applications. A total of 21 bird species were observed.




Duette Preserve
has birds. butterflies

and dragonflies

By Dan Irizarry, trip leader

October 9: I led nine birders through various trails at
the Duette Preserve in Manatee County in search of mi-
grants and local birds. We struck out on our target birds:
no Scrub Jay, and no Red-headed Woodpecker. But we
did see a number of interesting birds on the way to the
main park road such as a Peregrine Falcon, American
Kestral Northern Harrier, Eastern Meadowlark and a
Loggerhead Shrike.

On_the main road of the park our best birds were a

House Wren and a Common Ground Dove. In the ham-
mock we added a Yellow-throated Warbler, Prairie War-
bler, White-eyed Vireo and a Carolina Wren.

While the birding overall was quiet (the cold front had
passed earlier in the week), we saw several nice butter-
flies and dragonflies.There were large numbers of Black
Swallowtails and Giant Swallowtails near the hammock
where a branch of the Manatee River North Fork meets
Trail 5. We also saw a Purple Bluet dragonfly.

Top right is Meadlowlark
Bottom right is the Purple Bluet dragonfly
Photos by Dan Irizarry

Dates for Bird ID Class have changed

By Nancy and Bob Dean

Although we request use of the Synovus Bank Community Room a year in ad-
vance for our Bird ID Course, Synovus does not actually schedule use of this room
until mid-fall. For the first time, Synovus needs to use their room for two bank
functions during the second week of the MCAS Bird ID Course. So we have had to
set new dates, which will be:

Monday, January 17 from 6:30 to 9 p.m.--no change

Thursday, January 20 from 6:30 to 9 p.m.--no change

Wednesday, January 26 from 6:30 to 8:45 p.m.--new date

Friday, January 27 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.--new date

Field trips remain the same: Saturdays January 22 and 29 beginning
at 7 a.m. and lasting 7-8 hours.

Class sessions will be in the Synovus Bank Community Room, 2520 Manatee Av-

enue, West, which is the northeast corner of Manatee Avenue and 26th Street, West,
Bradenton. The course fee is $40 for MCAS members. The $55 fee for non-mem-
bers includes first year membership in Manatee Audubon. The number of course
participants is limited to 36 and the course has filled for each of the last two years.
To reserve a seat, call Nancy Dean at 941-792-9235.

Note: Please notify Nancy Dean by email at nancybobdean@juno.com or by tele-

phone if you have a reserved seat for the 2011 course and are no longer able or
willing to participate.

Woodstorks are easy to identy - they have long legs
and featherless heads. Photo by Molly McCartney.




Upcoming
Events

Saturday 11/6

Open House Felts Preserve
8 a.m. to noon

Sunday 11/7
Field trip to Sweet Bay

Nursery, 10824 Erie Road,
Parrish. Tom Heitzman, 737-
3169. See birds that frequent

this native plant nursery.
Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the
nursery.

Thursday 11/18

General Meeting
Manatee Audubon Society.
7:30 p.m.

First United Methodist
Church
of Palmetto, 330 11th Ave.
W. Palmetto. Our speaker
will be photographer Rick
Greenspun, who will talk
about birding in Panama at
the Canopy Lodge.

Saturday 11/20

Junior Audubon
meets 9 a.m.
at Felts Preserve

Friday 11/19
Field trip to Rothenbach
Park. Barbara Singer,
504-0228. Search one of
Sarasota’s newer parks
for fall birds. Meet at
8 a.m. in Lowe’s park-
ing lot, I-75 and S.R. 70
(north side).

Saturday 11/27
Work Day Felts Preserve

8 a.m. to noon

Tuesday 11/30

Field trip to Ackermann
Lake and Celery Fields. Dick
Comeau, 752-1835. Explore
the NEW expanded Celery
Fields for birds that love the
wetlands. Meet at 7:30 a.m.
in Lowe’s parking lot, I-75
and S.R. 70 (north side)
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David Williamson provided these photos of birds
like the ones spotted in Saddle Creek Park. Clock-
wise from left are the Black and White Warbler,
Parula, Brown Thresher and White-eyed Vireo.

Birders visit Saddle Creek Park in Lakeland

On _October 2, ten people attended our second field trip of the season to Saddle Creek Park
in Lakeland. Saddle Creek Park in fall migration usually provides some very desirable birds.
Even though it was late in migration, the trip proved worthwhile. We identified ten species
of warblers and two species of vireos. We spottted 30 species, including the Chestnut-sided
Warbler, Northern Parula, Black and White warbler, Brown Thrasher, White-eyed Vireo and
Red-eyed Vireo. Trip leader was Steve Black.

Gainesville birding set for January 14-16

By Lucette Wombacher, trip leader

Our trip to Paynes Prairie Preserve and Gainesville’s birding hot spots is fast approaching. We
are limiting the trip to 24 people and six vehicles. We will car pool and share the gas costs. The
cost of the trip is $185 per person, double occupancy ($275 for a single room), which includes
two box lunches, two nights at the Cabot Lodge with a deluxe breakfast buffet each morning,
and complimentary cocktails each evening, all entry fees to the parks and museums, and
snacks and drinks for the three days. This amount also includes a $50 donation to the Mana-
tee County Audubon Society. You will be asked to bring a box lunch the first day and you
will be on your own for dinner each day. There are dozens of eateries to choose from within
a few blocks of the motel. We will be targeting wintering flocks of Sandhill Cranes, various
sparrows, wintering ducks and waders, Brown-headed Nuthatches and nesting raptors. If you
want to come, call Lucette Wombacher at 813-760-4959. We need to have everyone’s paid
reservation by the December 16 general meeting. Send your check to MCAS, P.O. Box 14550,
Bradenton, FL 34280 or pay in person at the meeting.

Reserve now for Deans’ January 12 field trip

By Nancy and Bob Dean, trip leaders

Because of the popular combination of last year’s trip of birding at Lettuce Lake County Park
near Tampa, followed by lunch at the historic Columbia Restaurant and a tour of the Ybor
City State History Museum (reservation request must be approved by museum staff), with
late afternoon birding along Cockroach Bay road (and possible views of the Scissor-tailed
Flycatcher), this trip will be repeated on Wednesday, January 12. Participants will depart at 7
a.m. from the SW corner of the Walmart parking lot, 508 US 301 at 10th Street, East, Palmet-
to. Because of the restaurant meal, reservations should be made no later than the December 16
MCAS meeting. Those, who wish to drive independently may obtain field trip maps from the
Deans at this meeting. For reservations, call Nancy Dean at 941-792-9235.

Send your items for The Night Heron to newsletter editor Molly McCartney
at msmccartney@sprintmail.com or call 778-3228




